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If you’re looking for an industrial 
site located on the Ohio River the 
Appalachian Partnership’s new website 
is the place to start.  The newly launched 
website, www.ohioriversites.com, 
showcases commercial properties for 
sale or lease, all featuring river frontage.

Designed to provide critical 
information for the site selection  
process, detail pages describe the 
features of sites including acreage, 
buildings, distance to four-lane 
highways, rail access, utilities, etc. 
Interactive maps show everything from 
topography to floodplain to soil types.  

“We tried to anticipate the questions 
a company or site selector has when 
they’re looking for a river site,” said 
Donna Hrezo, APEG-JobsOhio project 
manager/site advisor.  “The information 
is organized for a quick review of a site’s 
strengths and weaknesses.”

GIS mapping of the sites by Buckeye 
Hills-Hocking Valley Regional 
Development District cartographers 

Industrial Sites Available on the Ohio River
provides unique views of site features.  

The interactive online map offers 13 
base maps and allows users to zoom 
in and out to see a site in relation to 
nearby roadways, communities, terrain, 
and other attributes of the surrounding 
area. Turning layers on and off reveal a 
variety of features, such as community 
demographics, enterprise zones, 
wetlands, and much more.

The sites are focused on locations near 
interstate or four-lane highways and with 
some existing utility infrastructure and/
or rail.  They include brownfield and 
green field sites and range in size from 
14 to 802 acres.

Transport and manufacturing
Moving bulk materials over the water 

remains the most cost effective means of 
transport. Every year 63 million tons of 
commodities valued at $7.4 billion are 
transported to, from and within Ohio via 
the Ohio River.  

“That said, the Ohio is at less than 50 

Governor John Kasich and PTT Global Chemical President and CEO 
Supattanapong Punmeechaow recently announced PTT’s commitment of $100 million 
to conduct detailed engineering design work for the cracker plant potentially sited in 
Belmont County. “Building an ethane gas cracker in Eastern Ohio has the ability to 
be a real game changer for our economy as we make our state a hub for the energy 
industry,” said Kasich.

Punmeechaow complimented the work of JobsOhio and Ohio’s business climate 
and its focus on shale. APEG and Belmont County officials have been integral to 
the process. The multi-billion dollar facility would convert ethane from Marcellus 
and Utica shale’s natural gas liquids into ethylene, used to make plastics and resins 
contained in food and product packaging, textiles and pharmaceuticals.  The plant 
would attract other companies that use ethylene in manufacturing their products.

Construction would take four years and thousands of workers.  The plant would 
employ hundreds of highly skilled workers. The final decision is expected in a year. 

$100 million Commitment brings Ethane Cracker Closer

percent capacity for river traffic,” said 
John Molinaro, APEG CEO and architect 
of the APEG river strategy.  “We not only 
have a relatively congestion-free river, 
we have a second route to the Gulf of 
Mexico that may be more critical as the 
Mississippi faces more frequent flooding 
and low-water scenarios.”  

The Ohio River connects to the Port 
of Mobile via the Tennessee Tombigbee 
Waterway, which has a series of locks  
and dams that maintain even water depth.

Industry is also reliant on water for 
processing, cleaning, dilution, cooling 
and as an energy resource. 

Among major water-consuming 
industries likely to explore river-
located sites are manufacturers of 
steel, metals, chemicals, paper, electric 
power generating plants and petroleum 
refineries.  

In addition to sites for sale or lease, the 
website includes a compilation of river- 
and marine-related businesses, services, 
resources and organizations. 

Opportunity for Collaboration
The website was launched at the Inland 

Waterways Workshop, part of the 2015 
Conference on Freight held in September 
in Cincinnati.  

The APEG River Sites website was  
well received according to Molinaro,   
“We were approached by representatives 
from several neighboring states who 
share Ohio River shoreline.  They were 
impressed with our efforts and expressed 
interest in future collaboration.”  

This year the freight event was a 
combination of the Ohio, Mid-America, 
and Kentucky freight conferences and 
offered a forum for addressing the freight 
and logistics industry in a 10-state, mid-
American region.  

The Ohio River website and its  
featured river-located industrial sites  
will be part of an ongoing marketing 
campaign to attract new companies to 
Appalachian Ohio.

 
Visit:  www.ohioriversites.com 

Governor John Kasich and PTT Global Chemical CEO Supattanapong Punmeechaow  
announce the next step toward a possible Belmont County cracker plant.

Located in Gallia County the 25-acre Bridge Fleet site includes a dock and an 1,800-square-foot building.   
For information about available industrial river sites visit: www.ohioriversites.com.
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News from the Partnership
Adams: Seaman  Some 40 businesses 
and 680 residents will have more 
reliable water service with a new 
75,000-gallon elevated water storage 
tank being built in Bratton Township 
and funded by a $250,000 grant from 
the Appalachian Regional Commission.  
The current tank is 15 miles away.

Athens:  Athens Last year, the  
Athens County Port Authority received 
$400,000 in federal EPA grants for 
brownfield	assessment	and	cleanup	
planning. In September, three more 
applications were submitted to the EPA 
as Athens continues to increase the 
marketability of its sites.

Belmont: St. Clairsville Hess Corp. was 
honored by the Ohio Association of 
Community Colleges for partnering with 
Belmont College to offer safety training 
through the Ohio Shale Safety Institute.  
Free training was provided to local 
and	regional	first-responders	with	an	
emphasis on shale production-related 
emergencies.  

Carroll: Monroe Township Chappell-
Zimmerman, Salem-based cement 
company, has purchased six acres 
and	is	opening	Diversified	Concrete	
Builders Supply, a concrete plant 
and retail outlet for masonry and 
related products.  According to owner 
Elizabeth Chappell, a Carroll County 
native, they will hire eight employees 
and will have four front-discharge 
cement trucks serving the area.

Coshocton:  Coshocton Organic 
Technologies is building a “tank 
farm” to keep pace with demand for 
their	Omega-3	fish	oil	products,	food	
supplements and pharmaceutical 
elements.  The dozen tanks will hold 
10,000 to 50,000 gallons of product and 
raw material.  The 34-year-old company 
employs 145 and says the new tanks will 
accommodate future growth.

Gallia: Gallipolis Lorriane Walker, 
Silver Bridge Coffee Co., was recently 
appointed to the Ohio Small Business 
Advisory Council, a nine-member 
council providing input into regulatory 
practices to remove barriers that 
burden small business.  Her seven-
year-old business has four full-time 
employees and distributes in central 
Ohio through Kroger, among other 
outlets.

Guernsey: Cambridge With support 
from a JobsOhio grant, Encore 
Industries was able to upgrade the 
fire	suppression	system	in	the	local	
plant.  The company’s 189 employees 
make plastic pails sold through major 
big-box hardware chains.  Encore has 
committed to add 35 new jobs in the 
next three years.
 Cambridge Ascent Resources, 
(formerly American Energy Utica) is 
completing its regional headquarters in 
the county’s D.O. Hall Business Center.  
The multi-million dollar facility will be 
the center for their southeast Ohio 
operation.  Ascent owns six of Ohio’s 
eight top oil-producing wells.

Harrison: Cadiz Renegade Wireline 
Services,	provider	of	oil	and	gas	field	
services, purchased 12.5 acres in 
the Cadiz Industrial Park and began 
construction on a 10,000-square-
foot	office	and	warehouse.		This	is	
Renegade’s	10th	location	(its	first	in	
Ohio); they will employ 20 full-time staff.  
 Cadiz  Ohio-based Marathon Oil 
announced the purchase of MarkWest 
Energy Partners, a midstream oil and 
gas serve provider.  MarkWest has 
invested $2.5 billion in Ohio in the past 
three years including a processing plant 
and	corporate	offices	in	Cadiz.		The	
latter employs 110 local residents.

Highland: Hillsboro Utilizing the 
Community Economic Development 
Academy-AEP Grant and with support 
from	Buckeye	Power,	site	certification	
for the Leesburg Industrial Park is 
being	pursued.	Site	certification	
involves the professional assessment of 
infrastructure, geographical, and other 
attributes	of	a	specific	piece	of	land	for	
use in industrial development.

Hocking: Logan Exploring a possible 
North American base for Nutscene, 
Ltd. (a supplier to the Logan-based 
Columbus Washboard Co.) took 
Community Improvement Corporation 
and community leaders to Angus 
County, Scotland.  The group visited the 
company’s twine factory in Dundee as 
well as other area businesses and met 
with Scottish economic development 
officials	during	their	visit.

Holmes: Dundee  Winesburg 
Chair, Amish hardwood furniture 
manufacturer, constructed a new 
facility to house manufacturing of its 
new line of bedroom furniture.  The 
company received a JobsOhio Training 
Grant to train the 25 new employees 
who will be hired for the new 
production.  

Jackson:  Jackson Participating 
organizations “pulled out all the stops” 
to show 31 students from Wellston, 
Jackson, Oak Hill and Sts. Peter and 
Paul that manufacturing means 
inventing, creating and building the 
future.		The	fifth	through	eighth	graders	
toured Bellisio Foods, General Mills and 
Kenworth Truck to learn about their 
manufacturing processes as well as 
visiting Shawnee State, the Southeast 
Ohio Regional Library System and 
TechGrowth Ohio during the three-day 
manufacturing camp.

Monroe: Woodsfield Pioneer Group is 
refurbishing and equipping a recently 
purchased building in the Monroe 
County Industrial Park for the assembly 
of modular units 
related to the oil, 
gas and power 
industries.  The 
21,000-square-
foot facility is 
scheduled to 
open in early 2016 with approximately 
10 employees working on the 20-ton 
units.  Pioneer is a Marietta-based, 
family-owned pipe fabrication 
company. 

Morgan: McConnelsville Finley 
Fire Equipment recently purchased 
Kentucky-based Bluegrass Fire 
Equipment allowing Finley to offer 
a broader product selection and 
expanded services.  The family-owned 
company started in 1972 and is the 
leading	provider	of	fire	and	emergency	
apparatus and equipment for Ohio, 
West Virginia and Kentucky. 

Muskingum:  Zanesville Columbus-
based Fyda Freightliner will locate a 
sales, service, warehouse and shipping 
facility east of Zanesville off I-70.  The 
46,000-square-foot facility will house 21 
service bays and bring 60 new jobs; a 
total investment of $6 million.  Opening 
is January 2016.   

Noble:  Caldwell Laura Fuller returns to 
OSU Extension as the new Community 
and Economic Development Educator 
in Noble County.  Previously, she 
chaired the Wisconsin 4-H Workforce 
Development team and has taught 
courses on International Development 
and Sociology of Organizations.    

Perry:  New Lexington Ludowici, 
manufacturer of terra cotta roof 
tiles, was featured on the national 
syndicated television show Hometime.   
Three episodes of the show highlighted 
the	re-roofing	of	a	Minnesota	home	
using LudoSlate, a lightweight terra 
cotta	slate	alternative	roof	tile.	To	find	
out when Hometime airs in your area 
visit: http://www.hometime.com/TV/
pbs/locations/oh.php  

Pike: Piketon OSU South Centers and 
the Appalachian Partnership partnered 
to offer a lumber grading workshop 
in conjunction with the National 
Hardwood Lumber Association.  Over 
a	dozen	loggers	attended	the	five-day	
course.  Companies were reimbursed 
the cost of training through the UpSkill 
Your Workforce initiative.  

Ross:  Chillicothe The Economic 
Development Alliance of Southern Ohio 
hosted a meeting to share information 
about the city’s “Northern Tier” Joint 
Economic Development District (JEDD) 
with	local	officials	and	property	owners.		
A JEDD is a special-purpose district 
(created for economic development) 
that can levy district income tax 
and provide municipal services to 
unincorporated areas

Scioto: Wheelersburg  Tri-America 
Contractors received $40,000 from the 
Fluor-BWXT Community Commitment 
Fund to help them purchase equipment 
and expand their pipe fabrication/
construction facility.  The 18-year-old 
company performs tig-, mig-, stick- and 
pulse-welding for chemical and energy 
companies.  They will add six new 
employees.  

Vinton:  McArthur A formal ribbon 
cutting is being planned for a newly 
completed	fire	substation	in	Richland	
Township, west of McArthur. Right next 
door, Cross Creek General Store now 
has pay-at-the-pump capability, aimed 
at getting their fuel customers back on 
the road quickly. 

Washington:  Beverly A Missouri 
company has assumed liability for 
the AEP Muskingum River Plant and is 
working with the Southeastern Ohio Port 
Authority to attract new businesses to 
the site while the estimated 30-month 
demolition	of	the	former	coal-fired	
electric generation plant is completed.  
The 1,100-acre site includes rail, 
extensive electric service and natural 
gas transmission lines.

Candle Manufacturer Celebrates 175th Anniversary 

Candle-lite Company is celebrating its 175th anniversary this year. 
“We are a testimony to the staying power of American business and 
our rural Ohio workforce,” said Calvin Johnston, CEO. 

In 1840, founder Thomas Emery sold his candles door-to-door. A 
daily necessity for illumination, The Emery Candle Division of Emery 
Industries made candles in Cincinnati until 1952 when the company 
was purchased, renamed and moved to Leesburg in Highland County.

Today, candles are decorative and aromatic and Candle-lite’s 600 
employees manufacture and distribute 250 million candles each year 
to over 40 national retailers, including Wal-Mart, Kroger and Walgreens.  
Their 900,000-square-foot facility houses manufacturing, warehousing 
and distribution.

A key factor in the company’s success is its employees, many of 
whom have spent their entire career at Candle-lite and work beside 
second and third generation family members in the plant.  

“We have people who really understand the candle-making 
process,” said Don Kauffold, vice president. “This has allowed us to 
keep	innovating	and	get	so	efficient	with	manufacturing	that	we’ve	
kept the business in America.”

Not only is the manufacturing company a big deal in its hometown 
of 1,300, according to a recent University of Cincinnati study Candle-
lite’s	economic	impact	in	Ohio	(fiscal	years	2012-15)	was	an	estimated	
$337 million; it supports 1,200 jobs in businesses related to its operations.  

Purchased	by	private	equity	firm	Center	Lane	Partners	last	year,	they	
report that 90 percent of the components for each candle -- glass, 
wicks and wax – are sourced domestically.

Made in America for 175 years! Employees of Candle-lite Company display a few of the 250 million 
candles made and distributed annually in Highland County. 

Jefferson: Steubenville Barium & 
Chemicals, Inc., will use a $450,000 
JobsOhio Revitalization grant 
to complete an environmental 
remediation project at its facility.  The 
third generation woman-owned family 
business started in 1961 and produces 
and supplies inorganic compounds 
internationally to manufacturers as 
well as the U.S. government.  

Lawrence: South Point  The newly 
created Higher Education Regional 
Partnership and Training Center is 
a collaborative effort among six 
institutions of high education.  The 
partnership will bring technical 
degree and training programs to 
serve workforce needs especially in 
the areas of health care, logistics, 
manufacturing, safety and security.

Meigs: Pomeroy Snowville Creamery 
was honored by Heritage Ohio as an 
Appalachian Success Story at their  
fifth	annual	awards	reception.			
Snowville has grown to 50 employees 
and ships its award winning milk 
and yogurt to stores throughout the 
Midwest and the Northeast.   They 
have received support from the Meigs 
County local revolving loan fund.
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A nearly impassable road in 
Coshocton County is now a textbook 
example of effective rural economic 
development.  

“This particular road is the only way 
for about 60 Amish furniture makers to 
get their finished goods to market,” said 
Dorothy Skowrunski, executive director 
of the Coshocton Port Authority.  “The 
county’s road development schedule 
is planned through 2020 and this road 
wasn’t even on it.”

With over 300 jobs and $61 million 
in annual sales on the line, rehabilitating 
County Road 12 became an economic 
development priority.   

State, regional and local groups 
committed public, private and 
philanthropic resources to resurface 
6.45 miles of pot-holed road at a cost of 
nearly $800,000.

The wood crafters are projecting that 

CR 12 Repair Supports Furniture Makers
the completed road will support a 20 
percent growth in their business in the 
next five years given new efficiencies in 
bringing in raw materials and moving 
finished goods.  That growth will also 
create jobs for 96 new employees.

This group of fine furniture 
manufacturers is experiencing steady 
increases in U.S. sales and European 
exports.

“Appalachian Ohio has a huge 
furniture-making industry tucked away 
down our rural county roads,” said Craig 
Rosenlund, APEG’s forest products 
supply chain developer. “It is one of the 
largest remaining hardwood furniture 
manufacturing sectors in America.” 

Additional support for APEG furniture 
makers is coming from a Make It In 
America challenge grant.

Rosenlund is creating an online 
directory of Ohio’s wood product 

Getting oil and gas out of shale is no 
small feat, but it’s just the beginning.  
The raw material coming out of the 
ground needs to go to a processing 
facility then be shipped to market, 
which means a trip through an 
underground pipeline that could be 
thousands of miles long. 

Called transmission pipelines, these 
interstate systems are designed to 
carry large amounts of crude oil or 
natural gas long distances.  The federal 
government estimates these pipelines 
move one-quarter of America’s energy.  

Buried about three feet underground, 
the coated steel pipes are up to 
42 inches in diameter and are the 
most cost effective means to move 
product.   Regulated by the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC), new pipelines must meet 
tough environmental, testing and 
safety standards. Before construction, 
companies try to negotiate rights-of-
way with property owners for new lines; 
although, the Natural Gas Act grants 
eminent domain authority for “public 
need” projects.  

Pipeline construction and inspection 
is regulated by the federal Pipeline 
and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration (PHMSA), which at last 
count tracked more than 297,000 miles 
of natural gas transmission pipelines in 
the country.  When smaller gathering 
and distribution pipelines are counted, 
the U.S. has over 2.5 million miles of 

Buried pipelines move natural gas
pipeline, nearly enough to circle 
the globe 100 times.  PHMSA reports 
pipelines are “by far the safest mode” 
for transporting natural gas and natural 
gas liquids (NGLs).  

According to the Ohio Oil & Gas 
Association, natural gas production 
from Ohio’s Utica shale is now at about 
2.5 billion cubic feet per day (Bcf/d), 
and the pipeline takeaway capacity 
is only 1.4 Bcf/d. The 1 Bcf/d more gas 
than interstate pipelines can handle 
creates a “negative basis” for many 
producers.

 “ Without a pipeline contract 
to move gas to a national 
market, an Ohio Utica 
producer is stuck selling gas 
regionally for about half the 
price he would get if the gas is 
delivered out of state.” 
 Mike Jacoby 
 APEG’s Director of Shale Energy

Compounding the problem is the much 
larger Marcellus shale play next door in 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia which 
is also trying to get its hydrocarbons 
to users and faces the same pipeline 
limitations.

In current conditions, many Marcellus 
and Utica producers are forced to sell 
natural gas and NGLs for less than the 
cost of producing them.  

“To try and address the pent-up supply 
pipeline companies are planning and 
constructing new transmission projects as 
fast as possible to move gas and natural 
gas liquids, “ said Jacoby.  “The pipelines 
go where the market demand is; the Gulf 
Coast has the largest concentration of 
petrochemical plants in the nation so a 
lot is headed there.

“This puts in perspective the enormous 
opportunity presented by the potential 
construction of PTT’s ethane processing 
facility in Belmont County.  Rather than 
pumping it into a pipeline we would 
process that ethane here in Ohio.”  

Across the nation more than 2.5 million miles of buried transmission, gathering and distribution pipelines 
move gas and oil to their market destinations. 

Major pipeline projects planned for the region
• Rover – Energy Transfer Partners’ proposed 711-mile pipeline will connect supply points in Ohio, western 

Pennsylvania and West Virginia to northwestern Ohio and Michigan, to supply Ontario, Canada.  
Designed to move up to 3.25 Bcf/d, total cost is expected to be $4.2 billion.

• Leach Xpress – Columbia Pipeline Group’s new pipeline will run from Majorsville, WVa., to southeastern 
Fairfield County (with other system upgrades in southern Ohio) to transport an additional 1.5 Bcf/d of 
Marcellus and Utica gas.  Total cost is estimated at $1.75 billion.  Construction is expected to start in the 
fall of 2016. 

• NEXUS – Spectra and DTE are building a $1 billion-plus, 250-mile pipeline that will run from Columbiana 
County to Michigan then on to Ontario.  The pipeline capacity will be 1.5 Bcf/d.  Construction is expected 
to be complete by late 2017.

• Ohio Pipeline Energy Network (OPEN) – Spectra, through its Texas Eastern system, will construct 75 miles 
of 30-inch pipeline from Columbiana County to a connection near Clarington (Monroe County) to join a 
major transmission line sending gas south.  It will cost about a half-billion dollars and should be complete 
by the end of this year.

• Utica Ohio River Project – A joint venture project between Regency Partners and Traverse Midstream, 
this connecting pipeline will send up to 2.1 Bcf/d of Utica gas to REX and Texas Eastern Transmission 
Company pipelines.  Construction of this 51-mile, $500 million project will occur in Jefferson, Belmont and 
Monroe counties.  It is scheduled to be in service later in 2015.  

There are currently six world-class 
ethane processing facilities under 
construction in Texas and Louisiana.   
Each facility costs about $5 billion to 
build.

The Rockies Express (REX) Pipeline built 
less than 10 years ago to move gas from 
the west to the east has been reversed 
and now sends Marcellus and Utica gas 
to markets in the West.  

The 1,205-mile-long ATEX pipeline 
(Appalachia-to-Texas) begins in 
Washington County, Pa., and ends in 
Mont Belvieu, Texas, at a storage facility 
that can accommodate more than 100 
million barrels of natural gas liquids.   

Long-term, the ability to ship gas 
to markets in the Southeast, Midwest, 
Northeast, Canada, and West as well 
as planned export terminals should 
allow producers to get their product to 
processing facilities and result in a more 
balanced market. 

This balancing should be helped 
by Appalachian Ohio’s downstream 
demand (an increased use of natural 
gas in the region) such as newly 
constructed	gas-fired	power	plants	
replacing	shuttered	coal-fired	plants	
and ethane crackers.

“No one knows how long it will take 
to balance supply and demand,” said 
Jacoby. “Insiders speculate pipeline 
development and downstream are 
still years behind Marcellus and Utica 
production growth and that we will be 
in a period of oversupply and low prices 
for the foreseeable future.   There may 
be more pipelines on the way.”

Contact Mike Jacoby:  mjacoby@
apeg.com 

Economic Development: Partners working together
• Coshocton Port Authority committing Schooler Family Foundation funds.
• County Commissioners acting as grantee will advance funds for the project and  
 receive reimbursement from grant funds.
•	 County	Engineer’s	Office	committed	funds	and	in-kind	support.
• Appalachian Regional Commission funding through OMEGA (Ohio Mid-Eastern  
 Government Association).
• Appalachian Partnership for  Economic Growth brought Ohio 629 Roadwork funds.
• ODOT Jobs and Commerce committed funding.
• Coshocton Foundation established the Northeast Coshocton Community  
 Infrastructure Fund to receive donations for this project including a major  
 contribution from the Amish community.

supply chain.  When completed it will 
be marketed internationally as a way to 
identify products available from Ohio 
companies.

The Ohio wood industry (timber, wood 
processing, pulp and paper and furniture) 
employs over 118,000 full- and part-time 
workers and contributed over $22 billion 
to Ohio’s economy in 2010. 
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October is Ohio Manufacturing Month 
Let’s Celebrate Manufacturing!

Fund Helps Ohio Exporters
 If an international market is part of your company’s strategy (current or 

future), you may be eligible for up to $10,000 to help achieve your goal.
The Ohio Development Services Agency is offering a 50 percent 

reimbursement program designed to offset the high costs of international 
marketing initiatives.  The funds will cover trade shows and missions, 
marketing materials, website translation and export education programs.

Designed to support small business (typically under 500 employees for 
manufacturing), the program has provided 208 grants over the past 24 
months resulting in more than $127 million in expected global sales.  

For details about the 2016 Ohio International Market Access Grant for 
Exporters (IMAGE) program visit: www.IMAGE.development.ohio.gov.

DiDonato Retires
Greg DiDonato, executive director, OMEGA, retired September 15 from 

the leadership position he held for seven years.  Assistant Executive Director 
Jeannette Wierzbicki, P.E., was appointed interim director.

“Working on economic and community development projects in the 
OMEGA region has been a challenging and reward experience,” said 
DiDonato.  His commitment was to provide a strong, clear voice at the 
federal and state levels for OMEGA’s counties and kept them competitive for 
grant monies.

Prior to joining OMEGA, DiDonato served two terms each in the Ohio 
Senate and House of Representatives.  

OMEGA (Ohio Mid-eastern Governments Association) serves 10 counties 
and 11 member cities in east-central Ohio.

Ohio EPA’s New (Confidential) Outreach Effort
A new and confidential consulting service has been initiated by the Ohio 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  Created as a way to explore 
problems or potential problems without risk of a fine, the free service is being 
implemented by Joy Padgett. 

The Office of Outreach and Customer Support 
(OCAP) allows businesses and municipalities to 
contact the Ohio EPA for regulatory information or 
access technicians and EPA field engineers who can 
help them comply with regulations without the threat 
of fine.  The confidentiality is guaranteed by Ohio statute; Padgett is not 
allowed to communicate with enforcement personnel.

The office will also provide grants for recycling and litter prevention efforts 
and make available low- or no-interest loans for sewage and water systems.

Contact Joy Padgett:  joy.padgett@epa.ohio.gov 

Steven Hillard 
brings manufacturing 
and workforce 
development 
experience to a  
new position, Vice 
President – Business 
Services, where he is 
responsible for APEG’s Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership (MEP) initiatives.

Hillard comes to the Appalachian 
Partnership from CIFT, an Ohio 
MEP affiliate. He was the director of 
workforce development and adult/
continuing education at Owens 
Community College and has 14 
years of experience in automotive 
manufacturing.  His manufacturing 
experiences include production 
supervision, human resources, OSHA, 
ISO/QS and total quality management.

He holds degrees from Bluffton 
University and Defiance College and 
completed doctoral coursework at the 
University of Toledo.

Contact: shillard@apeg.com

APEG Welcomes New Staff 
Alison Rhoades, 
CPA, MT, joins 
APEG as its first 
Chief Financial and 
Administrative Officer.

Most recently she 
was the dedicated 
tax professional 
within OhioHealth’s corporate finance 
unit.  She created, branded, grew and 
directed the internal tax department 
for the $3 billion healthcare system.

She has nine years of experience 
in public accounting with Deloitte 
Tax and Schneider Downs and Co., 
Columbus offices, as well as experience 
as a work physiologist with the Ohio 
Bureau of Workers Compensation.

Rhoades earned a Bachelor’s in 
Journalism and Master’s in Physiology 
from Ohio University.  Her Master’s 
in Tax was earned from Capital Law 
School in Columbus.

Contact: arhoades@apeg.com

Steven Hillard Alison M. Rhoades

Ten years ago 
pundits were saying 
that manufacturing 
was dead in America, 
and that we don’t 
need manufacturing 
jobs.  They were 
wrong then, and are  

   even more wrong  
   today.  That’s great 
news for Appalachian Ohio.

Why do we need 
manufacturing? Manufacturing 
is one of three or four industries that 
economists say create all the world’s 
wealth.  The others are agriculture 
(including forestry), extraction (mining 
and drilling) provided you minimize 
environmental damage, and possibly 
some cutting edge IT work.  All other 
industries just move around the wealth 
these industries create.   Since you 
only have so much land and minerals 
and high-end IT is hard to do in rural 
areas, most rural areas must focus on 
manufacturing to build their economies.

Isn’t manufacturing declining in 
America?  Not at all.  We certainly did 
export a lot of our manufacturing jobs 
in the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s, but by 2000 
we were beginning to see that reverse.  
We manufacture more products in 
America today than we ever have in our 
history, and that is increasing every year.  
Hundreds of firms are now rethinking 
where they make things and choosing 
America.

Why is manufacturing coming 
back now?  In the 70’s when 
manufacturing began moving offshore, 

John Molinaro
President and CEO 

Appalachian Partnership

Annin Flagmakers, Coshocton/Coshocton County

Ludowici Roof Tile, New Lexington/ Perry County

 Canal Dover Furniture, Millersburg/Holmes County

OSCO Industries, Portsmouth/Scioto County

labor was more than half the cost of 
manufactured goods.  Energy, including 
transportation fuel, was just 15 percent.
  With rising global energy prices and 
increased productivity, today that’s 
reversed.  It no longer makes sense to 
ship raw materials halfway around the 
world for cheap labor, then ship the 
finished products back.  Plus, America 
now has the world’s cheapest energy 
outside the Middle East.  America is now 
the most cost-efficient place in the world 
to produce many manufactured goods.

How is this good news for 
Appalachian Ohio?  
•  We still know how to make things!   
 One in seven workers is employed in  
 manufacturing, compared to one  
 in ten in Ohio – and Ohio has the third  
 highest rate in the nation.  

• Our manufacturing workforce is  
 highly skilled compared to much of  
	 America.		We	are	attractive	to	firms	 
 needing skilled workers.  

• Our workers are right-priced.  At  
 about 80 percent of the Midwestern  
 average our wages are a real bargain  
	 for	firms	looking	for	a	new	location.

• We are in the right place and have  
 great transportation options. You can  
 reach 60 percent of North America’s  
 markets with one truck driving shift.   
 We also have great railroad service  
 and the Ohio River’s barges offer an  
 ultra-low cost shipping option.

That’s why APEG’s economic growth 
strategies focus on manufacturing.  It’s 
the one place where we can do the most 
to build a more prosperous economy for 
the region and all who live here.

In Other News

 For the first time ever, 
manufacturing contributes more 
than $2 trillion to the American 
economy – one of every eight 

dollars in our economy. 
National Association of Manufacturers

In the APEG region  
one in seven workers is 

employed in manufacturing.

Ohio produced more 
than 1.5 million cars  

and light trucks in 2014,  
the second most in the U.S.

We still know 
how to make things!


